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NIDDRIE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Edinburgh Evening News, Thursday 13 January 2005.

Charity effort on Biblical scale .. .

New Town congregation raises £608,000 in just six weeks to help build a sister church in one of the Capital’s poorest areas.


"Love thy neighbour" is one of the Bible’s best-known messages. 

A New Town congregation has clearly taken the scriptures to heart by raising £608,000 in only six weeks to help build a new church in one of the Capital’s most deprived areas. 

Generous donors from the Charlotte Baptist Chapel gave as much as £30,000 each to fund a replacement for the Niddrie Mission building - its "sister" church - which had fallen into severe disrepair in recent years. 

The Rev Peter Grainger, senior pastor at the Rose Street chapel, made an appeal from the pulpit for his 1000-strong congregation to dig deep for the building programme. He said: "The Niddrie Mission building was in a bad state. 

"It was important to us as Christians to help Niddrie, an area of urban deprivation. We put the challenge to the church and people responded magnificently. 

"Every week we produced a bulletin with the total raised. On Sunday we had £608,000. Charlotte Chapel is very well known and so some money came from overseas donors, but at least 90 per cent came from regular members of the congregation." 

The Niddrie Mission was demolished on Tuesday to make way for the new facility, which will be known as Niddrie Community Church. 

It will feature a church for 150 people, a cafe, offices and classrooms, counselling space, stores and a multi-purpose hall to accommodate local community projects as well as sports and leisure events. 

The appeal received an average of £600 per member of the chapel’s congregation. 

The building fund was kick-started by a legacy from the American widow of the Rev Sidlow Baxter. 

Mr Baxter served as minister at Charlotte Chapel between 1935 and 1953 and his wife gave £18,000 to the appeal - £1000 for every year that her husband worked at the site. 

Mr Grainger today admitted that Mrs Baxter’s donation had been critical to the scheme. He added: "Rev Baxter was a world-renowned preacher. "The timing of the donation was very significant as it pushed the funds on and paid for the design fees before we could present the plan to the congregation." 

Niddrie Mission originally opened in 1896 but had been operating as a "daughter church" of the city centre Chapel since 1996. 

Niddrie Community Church pastor John Lowrie said: "The Mission was seen as a soup kitchen, not a church. We need new and different resources to grow and develop programmes that reach all groups, ranging from traditional church projects to sport and leisure. 

"A new, purpose-built church offers us exciting opportunities to continue our valuable work in the area. 

"I’m always impressed when people give without wanting to receive. 

"Most commendable were the elderly people who almost emptied out their savings and the many people who donated anonymously, not wanting any praise. 

"It is moving that people on one side of the city, mainly middle-class, professional people, have felt for the needs of people in Niddrie, a socially-deprived area." 

The chapel’s congregation has also raised about £16,000 for the Asian tsunami appeal in the last two weeks. 

Edinburgh East and Musselburgh MSP Susan Deacon today praised the work done by both the chapel and the Mission. 

She said: "The new development is a very important step forward and I hugely applaud the fundraising efforts of all involved."


This article:

  http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=45402005 

-------------

Niddrie
During the building, the church met for worship, prayer and fellowship in Wighton House located within the Thistle Foundation. 
The School Club meets in Niddrie Mill Primary every Tuesday at lunchtime. The Ladies Meeting meets at the same location weekly.
The Parent & Toddler Group meets in the Jack Kane centre.
 The general state of the church is healthy.
-          Numerically we have lost a few due to people moving away from Edinburgh, however four people have applied for membership. Attendance at our Sunday service numbers around sixty and covers all ages.
-          There is a strong sense of fellowship.
-          There is a strong sense of unity and purpose.
-          The prayer meeting is healthy.
-          Stronger links within the community – individuals, community involvement (cleaning the burn…), local press……
 Niddrie Building Progress Report
Construction at Niddrie is at an advanced stage and the building is now wind and watertight.  Now that the external scaffolding is down it is clear that it sits very well on the site and is sympathetic with the surrounding environment while still maintaining a clearly defined identity setting it apart from the surrounding housing.
Internally too the different areas have taken shape and it is clear that they will provide very satisfactory accommodation for the activities proposed.  In particular the main hall is large and spacious as is the café area.
However progress has slipped behind programme and the contractor is currently running some 8 weeks behind.  This means that the construction will probably not be completed until just before Christmas.
 Financially we anticipate that despite some unavoidable increased costs we will be able to contain the final construction account within the available resources.  The purchase of the furniture however will require additional funding.  Attempts have been made to secure finance from various sources both locally within the Niddrie community and also from established Christian sources unfortunately without success.  The elders have decided therefore that to fulfil our commitment to establishing the new facility for the church at Niddrie this year’s Thankoffering will be directed to this purpose.  Final details are still being worked out but it is anticipated that a list of the required items of furniture and equipment will be sent out with the Pastor’s Anniversary letter allowing people to target their gifts at specific items on the list.  The final details are still being worked through but the cost of the required furniture and equipment looks to be in the region of £40 – 50k.
 Preparation for Evangelistic and Community Work
 We have spent time discussing possible uses for the new building.
-          Regular activities – Sunday service, Prayer meeting, Fellowship meeting, Ladies meeting, Youth and children’s activities, Parent and Toddler Group.
 Possible new initiatives:
-          Improved quality of services – PowerPoint, musically…… 
-          Evening service, change of service time……????
-          Café – open daily – offering free tea/coffee with the possibility of buying sandwiches etc. Kid’s breakfasts…..
-          Use/hire of hall/rooms by the community –
-          Local businesses
-          Community Groups – neighbourhood, police, health visitors, specialist Christian organisations (Bethany – counselling…..)
-          Local people – kids parties, 
-          Evangelistic/bridge-building events –
-          Social evenings – Curry & Quiz, Football on Big Screen…..
-          Men’s Meetings
-          Kid’s Movie (Christian) on Saturday morning
-          Sale of bric-a-brac (instead of furniture)
-          Distribution of food (M&S, Asda….donated)
-          Teaching/training for Christians – discipleship course/classes etc
 Youth and Community Worker
 At present only half the three year salary is in place, around £30,000 is still required.
The position is soon to be advertised. 
